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Fall Edition 2014

Rollin’ Times from the Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America 

!e MPVA takes time out from their Membership 
Picnic to present the Plymouth Miracle League with 
a donation while sharing their outstanding facility! 
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About this Issue:
!e MPVA held their Annual Membership Picnic this past July at the Miracle League 
of Plymouth. For more information about what happened this past summer, and 
what’s ahead, please read the Presidents Article and see the inside back cover of this 
issue for more photos.

Executive Director 
Michael Harris

mharris@michiganpva.org

Deputy Executive 
Director/Development

Jaclyn K. Kochis
jkochis@michiganpva.org

Director of Government Relations 
& Advocacy

Vacant

Sports & Recreation Director
Scot Severn

ssevern@michiganpva.org

Administrative Assistant
Brenda Wheater

O"ce Maintenance 
Willie DeBerry

Financial O"cer
Linda Highland

Legal Advisor
Steve Cohen

Certi#ed Public Accountants 
and Consultants

Croskey, Lanni & Company, PC

Published by 
Michigan Paralyzed Veterans 

of America

Inside this Issue

MPVA O!cers and Directors

VETERANS BENEFITS DEPARTMENT
McNamara Federal Building, 477 Michigan Avenue, Room 1233, Detroit, MI 48226

Phone: (313) 471-3996 or (800) 795-3608

Service O"cer Stephanie Strickland  •  Service O"cer Bonnie Williams

Service O"ce Secretary Marilyn Kittrell 
National Field Director Rickey Grant

(202) 374-2032 Washington, D.C

Disclaimer:

MPVA Sta"

President................... Kevin G. Elya 
Vice President............... David Peck
Secretary........................ Clark Shuler
Treasurer........ Timothy Agajeenian
Director .......................... John Dusa

Director ........................ Gary Grubbe
Director ................Teresa Kamphorst
Director ......................... Scot Severn
Director ................... Maurice Jordan

Michigan Paralyzed 
Veterans of America

40550 Grand River Avenue
Novi MI  48375
(248) 476-9000    Fax  (248) 476-9545
Toll free:  (800) 638-MPVA (6782)
Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America (MPVA) is one of 34 member chapters of 
Washington, D.C.-based Paralyzed Veterans of America. A Congressionally chartered 
veterans service organization, MPVA has been assisting veterans with spinal cord 
injuries or diseases, including Multiple Sclerosis and ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis, better known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease), in Michigan since 1961.  
MPVA programs include: 

Veterans’ Benefits 
Wheelchair Sports and Recreation 
Spinal Cord Injury Research 
Equipment Donation 
Advocacy to eliminate architectural barriers and protect civil 
rights for persons with disabilities 
Referral Services for assistive devices, housing, employment and 
transportation 
Literature on a variety of topics including self-care, independent living, 
and disability rights. 
The Pump Guide: an online directory of gas stations throughout Michigan 
that will pump gas at the self-serve price for persons with disabilities. 
MPVA is a nonprofit organization and receives no federal funding. MPVA 
relies on grants, sponsorships, and private and corporate donations to 
support its programs.

The MPVA headquarters is in Novi, Michigan. Our service officers are based out 
of the McNamara Federal Building in Downtown Detroit.
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 The Rollin’ Times is a publication of the Michigan Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America. It is designed to inform 
the members of the PVA and other interested parties on veterans’ issues, legislation, legal decisions, medical technology 
and other matters deemed to be relevant to the disability community.
 The contents of this publication do not always reflect the views or policies of Michigan PVA, and no endorsement 
or approval is made or should be inferred with respect to products or services advertised herein. Consult an 
appropriate professional before making use of any product or service mentioned.
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Good Bye Summer, Hello Fall

As I look back at the last few months, it seems 
like the summer (what little we had of the hot 
weather) has absolutely "own by!  It’s hard to 

believe we are now welcoming the fall months and are 
accompanied by a jam-packed season of events ahead.

!is summer, the MPVA enjoyed an awesome day 
for our Membership Picnic at !e Miracle League of 
Plymouth. For the past few years, the Miracle League 
of Plymouth has been incredibly kind in allowing 
the MPVA to use their completely accessible #eld 
for a morning of baseball followed by a picnic lunch!  
Although there were a few rain showers in the forecast 
this year, we were lucky to have great weather, play 
some ball, and visit with our fellow members and their 
families. I would just like to thank all of our friends 
at the Miracle League for their continued generosity 
and support of the MPVA. We are very lucky to have 
such a great relationships with you and look forward 
to building upon that in the future. (Please see the 
inside back cover of this issue for photos from our 
Membership Picnic!)

As I look forward to the coming months, I know that 
the Chapter Headquarters will be working feverishly 
towards our November 14th Salute to Veterans 
Gala which will be held at the Suburban Collection 
Showplace from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM in Novi, MI. We 
are pleased to announce that Mr. Nicholas Koulchar, 
DAV National Service O$cer and US Army Veteran, 
will be joining us as our Keynote Speaker.

Mr. Koulchar will be sharing his very inspiring story 
with us. He is a U.S. Army veteran who joined the 
military in 2006. Nick worked as a Gunner performing 
Counter Improvised Explosive Device (CIED) Route 
Clearance duties in Sadr City, Iraq during the Siege of 
Sadr City in 2008. On August 26, 2008, Koulchar’s 
truck was hit by an EFP IED (Explosively Formed 

Penetrator Improvised Explosive Device). !e EFP 
punctured the side of the truck and struck his lower 
body causing catastrophic damage. He spent 2 weeks in 
a coma before awaking in Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center and continued to receive surgeries and therapy 
over the next 2 and a half years.

In April 2011, Nick moved back to Michigan where 
he continued to donate his time assisting veterans’ 
charities. !rough those e%orts, he was o%ered a 
job with the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) as 
a National Service O$cer assisting and educating 
veterans with the VA. He has gone on to compete 
in 9 marathons, including Boston and NYC on a 
handcycle. Since April 2013, he has been working with 
fellow combat wounded amputee and owner of Derick 
Carver of Bayonet Cross#t developing an adaptive 
cross#t program for persons with disabilities. In June 
of 2013, he married his best friend, Dani Koulchar, 
who continues to support him in all of his adventures. 
Nick recently joined the PVA Handcycling Team and 
hopes to compete at several events this year, including 
the 2014 Veterans Wheelchair Games. 

All of us at the MPVA are thrilled to have Mr. Koulchar 
as our 2014 Salute to Veterans Keynote Speaker. 
Additionally, Mr. Rick Luterman, of WJBK Fox 2, 
will return as our Master of Ceremonies. Rich, who is 
most known in and around the metro Detroit area as a 
Meteorologist, is also a U.S. Air Force veteran. All of us 
are so pleased to have Rich joining us as he always does 
such a phenomenal job!

Last, but certainly not least, I want to let you know 
that the MPVA will be hosting our online auction in 
conjunction to the Salute to Veterans Gala in hopes to 
raise more funds that will directly serve our mission. 
!e Salute to Veterans online Auction will open on 
November 5, 2014 and will run until November 19, 
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The mission of the Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of 

America (MPVA) is to enhance the  lives of 
veterans with spinal cord injury or disease as well 
as all citizens with disabilities, by advocating for 

civil rights, assuring quality health care, supporting 
continued research and educations, and 

encouraging independence and healthy living 
through various health, sports and recreational 

programs.  MPVA shall continue striving to remain 
at the forefront of both veterans’ benefits services 
and disability rights, while working toward a better 
quality of life for all American citizens.  Proceeds 

for the 2014 Salute to Veterans Gala benefit  
MPVA Programs.     
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auction during the following dates: 
November 5, 2014—November 19, 2014 

There will be tons of outstanding 
items at various values for you to bid 
on!  Not only will you have a chance 
to win some fabulous prizes, but, you 

will be supporting a great cause! 

Make a gift donation today! Contact 

Jaclyn Kochis at (248) 476-9000, or 

at: jkochis@michiganpva.org!  
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2014 via the website: www.biddingforgood.com/
mpva/2014. After seeing last year’s auction items, I 
am really getting excited to see what this year will 
bring. I don’t know about all of you, but I plan on 
purchasing some holiday gifts from this site!

You can help make !e Salute to Veterans Online 
Auction a success by passing along this information 
to your friends and family and assist in obtaining 
items!  We are looking for donations of all di%erent 
values. Each contribution will be recognized on 
the auction site until it closes—this means that 
you or your company can receive lots of additional 
exposure! Furthermore, your donation can be 
made tax-deductible, and most importantly, you 
will be helping a really fabulous cause!

As you can see, we have so much to look forward 
to this fall. I can’t wait to see everyone at the 
upcoming events, and as always, thank you for all 
your support!

Register as a dinner guest for the Salute or be 
a Sponsor!  Dinner registration is only $75.00 
and sponsorships vary!  Please contact Jaclyn 
Kochis at (248) 476-9000 ext. 06 soon—seats 
are !lling up fast! 
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40550 Grand River Avenue 
Novi, MI  48375 

Or Fax to: 
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Questions? 
Contact: Jaclyn Kochis 
Deputy Executive Director/Development 
PH: (248) 476-9000 ext. 06 

5 Star Sponsor $ 10,000
x� 2  tables of 8, seated with event Keynote

Speaker and event Master of 
Ceremonies 

x� Cover photo with Keynote Speaker & full
page story in MPVA’s newsletter  

x� Full page, color ad in Gala program
booklet 

4 Star Sponsor $ 5,000
x� 2  tables of 8 with preferred placement

near stage 
x� Full page ad in Gala program booklet

3 Star Sponsor $ 2,500
x� 1 table of 8

x� Full page ad in Gala program booklet

2 Star Sponsor $ 1,000
x� 4 tickets to event

x� Half-page ad in Gala program booklet

1 Star Sponsor $ 500
x� 2 tickets to event

x� Half-page ad in Gala program booklet
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_____  # of Dinner(s) at $75 a person 

A Sponsorship Opportunity: _______________ 

Other/ Donation/In-kind: _________________ 

Name: ________________________________  

Company: ______________________________  

Address: _______________________________  

City: __________________________________  

State: _________________________________  

Zip: ___________________________________  

Phone 1: _______________________________  

Phone 2: _______________________________  

I am paying via credit card  
Please circle one: 

Master Card     Visa Card 

Credit Card #: ___________________________  

Expiration Date __________________________  

Signature: ______________________________  

Our Check is enclosed  

x� You or your company will be recognized on
MPVA’s website, www.michiganpva.org, 
which receives approximately 800 hits a day 
and is also linked with the state of Michigan’s 
website 

x� You or your company will be mentioned in our
Rollin’ Times newsletter which reaches more 
than 2,000 people every three months 

x� You or your company will be recognized in the
Gala program booklet with a full page ad or 
half page ad (see sponsorship levels) 

ROTC Sponsor             $ 1,200 
x� Underwrite the cost for a table of 8 for a local

University ROTC program 
x� Full page ad in program book

Sponsor a Veteran $ 55  �SHU�SHUVRQ�� 
x� Underwrite  the cost for a veteran(s) dinner

Business Card Advertisement $ 50 
x� Business card ad in program booklet
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Your Sponsorship will entail: Your Sponsorship will entail: Your Sponsorship will entail:    
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Nick Koulchar entered the U.S. Army November 2006 as a Combat 
Engineer. He was a Gunner performing Counter Improvised Explosive 
Device (CIED) Route Clearance duties in Sadr City, Iraq during the Siege 
of Sadr City in 2008.  On August 26, 2008, Koulchar’s truck was hit by an 
EFP IED (Explosively Formed Penetrator Improvised Explosive Device). 
The EFP punctured the side of the truck and struck his lower body 
causing catastrophic damage. He spent 2 weeks in a coma before 
awaking at Walter Reed Army Medical Center and continued to receive 
surgeries and therapy over the next 2 and a half years.  

In April 2011, Nick moved back to Michigan where he continued to 
donate his time assisting veteran's charities with raising awareness and 
funds. Through those efforts, he was offered a job with the Disabled 
American Veterans (DAV) as a National Service Officer assisting and 
educating veterans with the VA. He has gone on to compete in 9 
marathons, including  Boston and NYC on a handcycle. Since April 2013, 
he has been working with fellow combat wounded amputee and owner 
Derick Carver of Bayonet Crossfit developing an adaptive crossfit 
program for persons with disabilities.  In June of 2013, he married best 
friend, Dani Koulchar, who continues to support him in all of his 
adventures. Nick recently joined the PVA Handcycling Team and hopes 
to compete a several events this year and is also planning on competing 
in the 2014 Veterans Wheelchair Games this August. 
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Delta Airline Terminal 
Installs Relief Area for 

Service Animals

Although I am not a “guest” to the MPVA 
and the articles published in this newsletter, 
I am writing this article on behalf of many 

h a p p y K-9’s traveling through Metro Detroit. 
A Service Animal Relief Area has been installed 
in Detroit Metropolitan Airport’s McNamara 
Terminal that will make the "ying experience 
more enjoyable for everyone involved.

Delta Airlines and Detroit Metropolitan Airport, 
working in conjunction with “PAWS with a 
Cause,” has opened the hub’s #rst Service Animal 
Relief Area near gate A-34 of the McNamara 
Terminal. Prior to the opening of this facility, 
passengers with service animals would need to 
exit the terminal, go outside to #nd the relief area 
on the International Arrivals level and then re-
enter security. 

Inside the relief area are two “porch potties,” one 
with simulated grass, a second with real grass, 
and even a fake #re hydrant. Solid waste disposal 
bags and disposal instructions are available and 
mini sprinkler systems rinse the grass after each 
animal has accomplished its duty with all due 
dignity. !e wide entrance easily accommodates 
wheelchairs while blocking the view of the public. 

!e relief area is free and o%ers a sink for #lling 
water bottles and washing hands and is large 
enough to accommodate one or two dogs at a 
time.

By: Mike Harris, Executive Director, MPVA
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Detroit Metro certainly isn’t alone as an airport that 
o%ers service animals somewhere to relieve themselves. 
Most major American airports have a designated area 

for service animals (as required by law) but travelers 
are usually required to leave the terminal. However, 
Detroit Metro joins an elite few as an airport that 
o%ers enclosed indoor facilities for jet-setting dogs.

MPVA applauds Delta Airline and Detroit 
Metropolitan Airport for their commitment for 
making air transportation more accessible and 
convenient to people with disabilities and their Service 
Animal. 
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A few weeks ago I was beyond disturbed, but 
sadly not surprised, to read about insurance 
companies like State Farm attempting to block 

payments to a wheelchair user who was involved in an 
accident with an automobile. For too long, insurance 
companies have practiced the art of delaying, denying 
and defending against insurance claims instead of 
acting in good faith.

Recently, an article appeared in the Macomb Daily 
detailing State Farm refusal of coverage to a disabled 
person who was hit by a car while crossing the street 
in his motorized wheelchair. !e insurance company’s 
refusal to pay out bene#ts was because the person did 
not have Michigan No-Fault Auto Insurance coverage 
on his motorized wheelchair.

State Farm’s legal position is that the motorized 
wheelchair is a “motor vehicle,” therefore, because the 
person was uninsured, they are not eligible to receive 
bene#ts under Michigan No-fault that someone 
would normally be entitled to under Michigan law. 

State Farm says any wheelchair or any motorized 
scooter should have No-fault insurance just like a car 
or truck – even though there is presently no insurance 
company that is even selling such a coverage, including 
State Farm.

Also, it is State Farm’s belief, under Michigan law, 
treating the person as an “uninsured” motorist would 
also bar them from suing the at-fault driver (the driver 
of the car that hit him) for their pain and su%ering 
compensation. But at the same time, it would allow 
the wheelchair user to be sued by Farm Bureau, 
the insurance company for the at-fault diver, for his 
accident related medical costs, lost wages and vehicle 
damage.

Normally, under the Michigan law, the wheelchair 
user would be entitled to be covered under the 
provisions of No-fault because they were struck while 
crossing the street in their wheelchair. !e person 
would be allowed to #le a personal injury protection 
claim under their No-fault bene#ts coverage from the 
at-fault vehicle.

State Farm’s legal position in this case is absolutely 
outrageous. It discriminates against the elderly, the 
disabled and anyone who uses a motorized wheelchair 
in Michigan.

Legislators need to #x our state’s insurance system. 
Instead of doing away with no-fault, they should #rst 
look to laws that would prevent outrageous denials 
of claims from happening like what State Farm is 
doing in wheelchair-vehicle collisions. Any insurance 
company that is found to intentionally deny legitimate 
claims should be punished. Denying legitimate claims 
is no less fraudulent than an individual who #les a 
false claim. Forcing legitimate accident victims to go 
to court just to recover their bene#ts is inexcusable. 

Finally, we must have transparency. Because we 
have lifetime injury care in this state, the Michigan 
legislature created the Michigan Catastrophic Claims 
Association to reimburse insurers for claims that reach 
a certain cost threshold. 

Unfortunately, this critically important association is 
controlled entirely by insurance companies without 
any public oversight whatsoever. !e MCCA 
currently charges drivers nearly $200 for every vehicle 
they insure and provides absolutely no information 
on how those rates are set. !e public has a right to 
know how the MCCA calculates its rates so that we 
can be sure we are being charged fairly and that our 
auto insurance system remains well funded. 

Insurance Company Refuse 
Because Wheelchair Wasn’t Insured 
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We can all agree that companies, like State Farm, 
have no right and should be ashamed of themselves 
for trying to deny coverage to a wheelchair user for 
an accident that was not their fault. !e problem with 

this situation is not Michigan’s life-saving no-fault 
laws but insurance company greed. 
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overnment elations & dvocacy
By: Mike Harris

As a follow-up to our Spring Edition of the 
Rollin’ Times and the issues surrounding the 
VA health system, I wanted to be sure to keep 

our readers aware of the work PVA is doing on behalf 
of our service men and women. Please take a moment 
to read the following press release that was issued in 
late August from PVA:

WASHINGTON, DC—In response to the 
compromise agreement—H.R. 3230, the “Veterans 
Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014”—
reached between Senate Committee on Veterans’ 
A%airs Chairman Bernie Sanders and House 
Committee on Veterans’ A%airs Chairman Je% Miller 
yesterday, Paralyzed Veterans of America (Paralyzed 
Veterans) National President Al Kovach released the 
following statement:

“Paralyzed Veterans is encouraged by the compromise 
agreement. !e legislation will address the broad 
range of problems that veterans face trying to access 
care in the Department of Veterans A%airs (VA) health 
care system.  While our concerns about the ‘veterans 
choice’ provisions of the proposed agreement remain, 
we appreciate the fact that the legislation also takes 
initial steps to strengthen the internal capacity of the 
VA by hiring more doctors, nurses, and other health 
care providers.   

We continue to emphasize that for members of 
Paralyzed Veterans—veterans with spinal cord injury 
or dysfunction—the VA is the only truly viable option 
for health care.  Comparable services do not exist in 
the private sector.   !is fact reinforces the need to 
expand capacity and bring more providers into the 
VA health care system.   We recognize the bene#ts 

that veterans without service-connected disabilities 
or with service-connected disabilities that are not 
catastrophic will received by having greater access to 
care in the best location (whether within the VA or 
in the private sector).  We also understand that it is a 
delicate balancing act to provide timely, quality care 
to veterans who rely solely on the VA for services, and 
those veterans who have options.   We believe this 
legislation does a good job of striking that balance.  

Unfortunately, we believe the agreement could do 
more to address the physical infrastructure needs of 
the VA.  Recent appropriations have provided woefully 
inadequate resources to address this problem, and the 
compromise agreement generally does not address 
this issue as well.   While we are pleased to see that 
positive steps are being taken to #nally get new major 
medical facility leases around the country open and 
providing care, greater emphasis needs to be placed 
on building out more physical space to accommodate 
the real demand, which includes those veterans who 
had accessed VA health care as well as the thousands 
who desired to but were either waitlisted or had given 
up altogether.

Paralyzed Veterans calls on Congress to immediately 
approve the conference agreement for H.R. 3230 so 
that the VA can immediately begin implementing 
these critically important provisions.   Additionally, 
we call on Congress to complete its work on the FY 
2015 Military Construction and Veterans A%airs 
Appropriations Act.  !e VA should not be handcu%ed 
by the partisan bickering and political gridlock that 
once again has it facing a late appropriation.”

Status of VA Legislation from PVA
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eterans' ews 

On August 7, 2014, the President signed into 
law P.L. 113-146, the “Veterans’ Access to 
Care !rough Choice, Accountability, and 

Transparency Act” (previously H.R. 3230). !e law 
re"ects the compromise developed between House 
Committee on Veterans’ A%airs Chairman Je% Miller 
(R-FL) and Senate Committee on Veterans’ A%airs 
Chairman Bernie Sanders (I-VT).

!e centerpiece of the legislation is the so-called 
“choice” provisions that presumably o%er certain 
veterans a choice about where they can receive 
health care services—either from the VA or a private 
provider. !e law allows for expanded contract care if 
a veteran has requested an appointment but not been 
seen or if a veteran lives at least 40 miles from the 
nearest VA facility (VAMC, CBOC, etc.).   !e law 
requires the VA to issue a “Choice Card” to all eligible 
veterans. Veterans eligible for the choice option had 
to either enroll in VA health care prior to August 1, 
2014 or be a Post-9/11 combat veteran who is still 
within the authorized #ve-year window to enroll in 
VA health care. !is provision was put in place to 
limit the number of veterans coming to the VA to take 
advantage of the choice option, thereby holding down 
the costs of the legislation. !e overall cost of the bill 
is approximately $17.0 billion. Approximately $10.0 
billion is directed for the purchased care option. !is 
provision of the law is required to be implemented 
within 90 days of enactment. 

!e law also authorizes $5.0 billion to increase capacity 
by hiring additional direct care providers (doctors, 

nurses, etc.). !e bill includes authorizations for 27 
new capital leases. It also provides the VA Secretary 
the authority to #re Senior Executive Service (SES) 
employees more easily with expedited appeals rights 
for the SES employee. PVA was pleased to see that 
the compromise bill included these provisions to 
hire additional doctors, nurses, and other health 
care providers. We have long argued that the access 
problems that have been identi#ed around the country 
are a re"ection of the lack of internal capacity. 

Unfortunately, we do not believe that the compromise 
legislation does enough to address the physical 
infrastructure problems that exist across the system. 
!e VA identi#ed serious physical infrastructure 
resource needs in a supplemental request in July; 
however, that concern was largely ignored by Congress.

PVA will continue to monitor the implementation of 
this legislation as the expanded option to seek private 
health care could ultimately undermine the existing 
VA health care system. In the meantime, we would 
encourage PVA members to keep National sta% 
informed as the choice option is rolled out across the 
country. 

Major Veterans Legislation Signed Into Law
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Veterans arrived in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
this past August for the Annual Veterans 
Wheelchair Games. !e Games are presented 

by the Department of Veterans A%airs and the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA). It is the largest 
wheelchair sports event in the world. !e athletes 
are comprised of U.S. military veterans who use 
wheelchairs for sports competition due to spinal 
cord injuries, neurological conditions, amputations 
and other mobility impairments. Attracting more 
than 500 athletes each year, the NVWG is the largest 
annual wheelchair sports event in the world.

While past Games have produced a number of 
national and world-class champions, the Games also 
provide opportunities for newly-disabled veterans to 
gain sports skills and be exposed to other wheelchair 
athletes. Typically, one quarter of the competitors have 
never before participated in any type of organized 

wheelchair sports competition. Among the athletes 
were 10 veterans, sponsored by the MPVA, who 
were able to demonstrate their athleticism in over 18 
di%erent events such as swimming, basketball, quad 
rugby, and archery!  

If you would like to get involved with in next year’s 
Wheelchair Games, contact Scot Severn, MPVA 
Sports Director at: ssevern@michiganpva.org or visit: 
www.wheelchairgames.va.gov.

2014 National Veterans Wheelchair Games

Photo Credit: Andy Miller
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2014 MEMBERSHIP PICNIC AT THE MIRACLE LEAGUE OF PLYMOUTH
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