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Sta! Sgt. Kenneth Hubbard is joined by his daughter, Ali,  
as he "nishes a 23 mile march he completed in support of the 

MPVA on May 19, 2012!
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By Kevin G. Elya 

resident’s  eport 

Veterans March in Support of the MPVA

For the second year in a row, soldiers from the U.S. 
Army Recruiting O!ce in Petoskey marched 
nearly 23 miles to raise money and awareness for 

MPVA.  "ey started at the Indian River at 7:00am and 
#nished 9 hours later at the Petoskey waterfront.

American patriots, U.S. Army Sta$ Sgt. Kenneth 
Hubbard, U.S. Army Sgt. Russell Tansey, and U.S. Air 
Force Sta$ Sgt. Werkema, went well beyond on what 
is normally expected of someone when fundraising on 
behalf of others and did so with a theme they coined, 
“Marching for "ose that Can’t.”  March they did 
on May 19th, carrying a 45-pound backpack on that 
extremely hot, 87 degree, Saturday.   

David Peck, MPVA Vice President, and his wife, Ann, 
represented the MPVA at an awards presentation that 
followed the intense march on June 1, 2012 in Boyne, 
MI.  A check for an outstanding $2,150.00 for funds 
raised on behalf of the MPVA was presented at that 
event.    

As we mentioned last year, the MPVA has been very 
fortunate over the years to have people/organizations 
host numerous events where the proceeds generated 
went back to our organization.  In our eyes, however, 

the actions of these men go above and beyond what we 
could ever ask of our supporters.

"e commitment and e$ort it took on their part to 
complete the course was impressive in itself.  "e terrain 
in Northern Michigan is very di!cult to navigate 
because of the steepness of the hills throughout the 
region.  Words really don’t do justice for what they did 
for MPVA. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, sta$ and 
membership of the MPVA it’s with a heartfelt 
appreciation that I thank Sgt. Hubbard, Sgt. Tansey, 
and Sgt. Werkema for making a di$erence in the 
lives of others; especially paralyzed veterans.   I would 
like to especially thank Sgt. Hubbard for all of his 
coordination with this event as he went out of his way 
to promote this march and raise awareness on behalf of 
our mission.  I would also like to thank David and Ann 
Peck for spending time with these outstanding men on 
June 1st!  

All of you help to make our mission at the MPVA 
stronger and we truly appreciate all that you do!



4 Rollin’ Times July/August 2012



5 Rollin’ Times July/August 2012

By Mike Harris 

xecutive  irector’s  eport 

That is the current educational system that 
was signed into law by President Bush in 
2001.  The question that has to be asked is: 

does this law include people dependent on the use of 
a wheelchair for mobility.  Education for all cannot 
be guaranteed when the school has no wheelchair 
access.

With this in mind, in 2006, I had an opportunity to 
speak at a meeting before the Wayne State University 
(WSU) Board of Governors suggesting that the 
planned capital improvements projects to up-grade the 
campus infrastructure presented a golden opportunity 
for the University to address existing barrier free access 
de#ciencies in and around the campus.  

It was recommended that the University establish 
an advisory committee with the goal of ensuring that 
architectural barriers were removed in existing facilities 
and that new construction was done in compliance 
with federal/state accessibility guidelines. 

"e make-up of the committee was very impressive. 
"ere was representation from University’s Board of 
Governors, administration, faculty, student body, and 
the Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America (MPVA).  

"e mission of the Board was to do the following:

Promote the development of a physical and social 
environment that provides full access of programs, 
services, and facilities to every person in the 
University community (students, faculty, sta$, and 
guests). 

Advance the University’s commitment to the 
quality of experience for all persons, including 
those with disabilities. 

Act in an advisory capacity to recommend 
University programs and policies that assure full 
opportunity and access to quali#ed individuals 
with disabilities. 

Advocate for the concerns of members of the 
University community who have disabilities. 

Educate the University community by increasing 
our awareness of and sensitivity to all issues related 
to individuals who have disabilities.

As disabled students enroll in greater numbers 

Wayne State University 
is getting it Right!

No child left behind.



6 Rollin’ Times July/August 2012

at colleges and universities, they are discovering 
services and accommodations that didn’t exist 
even five years ago: door-to-door transportation, 
specially designed computer equipment, and 
individually-tailored academic curriculum.  

But they also encounter persistent obstacles such 
as misperceptions about their capabilities on the 
part of faculty and fellow students, inaccessible 
buildings, and administrative decision-making that 
can be well-intentioned but misguided.

Our organization believes that the determining 
factor in enabling people to access facilities with 
ease, safety, independence, and dignity comes down 
to the application of accessibility practices. 

More and more, classroom and campus accessibility 
is moving to the forefront of university facility 
design.  The topic has gained prominence as an 
increasing number of veterans return from service 
with disabilities wanting to begin or return to 
college. 

Aside from required mandates and regulations 
required by state/federal laws, universities are 
adopting their own accessibility guidelines, 
spurred on by changing demographics and students 
population needs.  Increasing competition among 
universities for a limited pool of students is a driving 
force in generating accessible facilities – sometimes 
well beyond legal requirements currently on the 
books. 

For the educational system to provide a fulfilling 
educational experience it must ensure that students 
with disabilities can complete their academic 
responsibilities without confronting physical or 
attitudinal barriers.  This can be best achieved by 
allowing all stakeholders (students, parents, and 
instructors) to give insight to the university on the 
issues that make an impact on their particular disability.  

Allowing students with disabilities the opportunity 
to be educated alongside their follow students 
has resulted in an enormous amount of social 
learning for everyone.  They have an opportunity 
to see firsthand the challenges experienced by 
students with disabilities and how they are able to 
find solutions to deal with the challenges they are 
confronted with.  Hopefully, they become sensitized 
to the needs of others, and learn that people with 
disabilities are worthwhile and valuable members 
of the community.

Section 504 and the ADA require colleges and 
universities to follow minimum standards for 
accommodation and access for disabled students. 
While this has increased access to postsecondary 
education for many students with disabilities, these 
standards should only be the starting point. 

To WSU credit, they have moved beyond just 
mere compliance to create an inclusive educational 
environment for all students. Moving beyond 
compliance provides all students with richer 
learning environments that promote participation 
and acceptance. 

The university has demonstrated they are 
committed to the full inclusion of individuals with 
disabilities with the goal of continually improving 
the accessibility of the campus, programs, services 
and activities.  

WSU believes that a diverse environment has 
educational benefits.  Students learn better when 
the learning occurs in a setting where students 
interact and exchange ideas with others who are 
different from them.  Diverse classrooms allow 
students to grow intellectually through challenging 
long held beliefs and ideas.  
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W E L C O M E  A B O A R D  N E W  M E M B E R S

James S. McGinn

Rodney A. Pierce

We are proud you are part of the MPVA family!
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JULY
Timothy D. Bishop  July 01 
Gary L. Bennett  July 02 
Eddie Derrico  July 02 
Joseph W. Sutschek  July 03 
Mira K. Pierson  July 04 
Michelle L. Marsh  July 05 
James A. Kochis  July 06 
Terry L. Novak  July 06 
Joseph M. Salvia  July 06 
Herbert J. Spring  July 06 
Russell C. Stewart  July 06 
Merlin L. Ihrig  July 07 
Archie A. MacIntyre  July 07 
James E. Willingham  July 07 
Jerry S. Adams  July 08 
Harry  Gregorian  July 08 
Gerald A. Baier  July 09 
Wendell H. Ming  July 09 
Alan D. Opra  July 09 
John R. Jacques  July 10 
Bruce P. Chargo  July 11 
Jason G. Peck  July 11 
Gerald H. Talerico  July 11 
Kristine I. Wol"  July 11 
Patrick M. Adams  July 12 
Tom Boyd  July 12 
Mark J. Cristao  July 12 
Eric A. Gentile  July 12 
Ronald C. Richardson  July 12 
Brenda Wheater July 12
John Dusa  July 13 
Winston L. McGinnis  July 15 
Mark T. Ozanic  July 15 
Alan R. Armitage  July 17 
Elizabeth M. Barrentine  July 17 
#omas E. Hughel  July 18 
Charles E. Sobieck  July 18 
Cleophus J. Teague  July 19 
David W. Compton  July 20 
George Y. Du"y  July 20 
Keith B. Ingle  July 20 
Scot E. Severn  July 20 
Curtis H. Arthurs  July 21 
Peter M. Chore"  July 21 

Christopher  A. Durant  July 22 
Douglas R. Kline  July 22 
Tim E. Leisner  July 23 
Kenneth J. Vajcner  July 23 
Brent W. Christensen  July 25 
John W. Dowdle  July 25 
Richard P. Van Eenenaam  July 25 
Kirk J. Dowding  July 26 
Robert Robleski  July 26 
Kelly F. Whalen  July 26 
Steven B. Wilson  July 26 
Elizabeth A. Greenwood  July 27 
James M. Cisco  July 28 
Teresa Kamphorst  July 28 
Dwayne “DJ” L. Murray  July 28 
James E. Rutherford  July 29 
Carl E. Heath  July 30 
James T. Jensen  July 30 
Samuel L. Harding  July 31 
Mary  J. Pellerito-Barenbrugge  July 31 
Ronald E. Truitt  July 31 

AUGUST
Cheryl L. Angelelli  August 01 
Diego E. Marrero  August 01 
Heidi M. Plante  August 01 
Leondriss Davis  August 02 
Andy L. Lemon  August 02 
James A. Przybylo  August 02 
Gerald W. O’Chel  August 03 
Norman D’Angelo  August 04 
Verlyn T. Kveen  August 04 
Richard Mitchell  August 04 
Richard C. Shellenberger  August 04 
Brian E. Ellicott  August 07 
Je"ery S. Dawson  August 08 
Douglas A. Freiburger  August 08 
Clarence Hill  August 08 
John N. Martel  August 08 
Michael T. Monaghan  August 08 
Lizabeth I. Burgess  August 09 
Ronald K. Derhammer  August 09 
Fredrick George  August 09 
Brian P. Kaule  August 10 
Robert E. Colthorp  August 11 
Michael J. Cortright  August 11 

Daniel R. Keefer  August 11 
Richard S. McKee  August 11 
Don W. Downey  August 12 
Jose L. Garcia  August 13 
Robert J. Kaminski  August 13 
Joseph R. Bottang  August 14 
Joseph Je"erson  August 14 
Edward V. Lowery  August 14 
Douglas W. Stone  August 14 
Donald F. Wilkinson  August 15 
Terence L. Austin  August 16 
William A. Cash  August 16 
Dwayne Pingston  August 17 
Charlene L. Baker-Rutland  August 18 
James L. Bonilla  August 18 
John A. Brezzell  August 18 
Linda K. Highland  August 19 
George E. Dolan  August 20 
Tara Pearson  August 20 
Mary A. Huber  August 21 
John E. Mayer  August 21 
Darren P. Seward  August 21 
Mayqulla Y. Squire  August 21 
Robert W. Hayes  August 22 
Gilbert D. Wantland  August 22 
Florine L. White  August 22 
Joseph Lewis  August 23 
Patricia N. Harris  August 25 
Michael J. Jones  August 25 
Rodney A. King  August 25 
Rex A. Roe  August 25 
Jim J. Saliba  August 25 
Michael J. Gambotto  August 26 
Eugene J. Kovacs  August 27 
Kay Sousa  August 27 
Josie A. Boore  August 28 
Kim L. Huber  August 28 
Gerald D. Wol"e  August 28 
Timothy G. Grove  August 29 
Daniel L. Risch  August 29 
Steven  H. Geark  August 30 
#omas E. Schlenkert  August 30 
John Swierczynski  August 30 
Chester V. Zack  August 31 
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There are a lot of military families that 
make sacrifices for our nation everyday 
and the last thing our brave men and 

women of the armed forces should have to worry 
about when they are deployed is, “Will I have a 
house to come home to after service?”

Unfortunately, for many military families this has 
become more difficult in the wake of the housing 
crisis. Many military families as well as other 
Americans are underwater on their mortgages and 
in some cases the military homeowner who had 
been faithfully paying their mortgage on time, face 
a real risk of falling behind if he/she receives orders 
for a permanent change of station (PCS) or move 
to another base and the family has to relocate to 
live separately. 

Under recently announced changes to Home 
Affordable Modification Program (HAMP), which 
went into effect June 1, military homeowners and 
other families who are permanently displaced 
by a job-related move may still qualify as owner-
occupants, which means they may still qualify for 
a HAMP mortgage modification. The new criteria 
states that a borrower may qualify if he or she:

Is displaced due to an out-of-area job transfer 
such as PCS orders and was occupying the home 
as a principal residence immediately prior to 
the displacement;

Intends to return to the home at some point in 
the future; and

Does not own any other single-family real 
estate.

Military and other families who do own other 
residential properties may still qualify for a HAMP 
modification under expanded opportunities 
available for rental properties announced by 
Treasury in January. They also may qualify for a 
short sale through Treasury’s Home Affordable 
Foreclosure Alternatives Program (HAFA).

In the last few weeks, Treasury and the Office of 
Service member Affairs at the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau  (CFPB) have worked together 
to address this issue. And, as a result, Treasury is 
making important changes to its Home Affordable 
Modification Program (HAMP) that will provide 
more opportunities for mortgage assistance to 
military homeowners.

By: Stephany Strickland, PVA Service Officer

eterans' ews 

New HAMP Enhancements 
will help Military Homeowners
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Protections for military homeowners were included 
in the recent settlement between the Federal 
government, 49 state Attorneys General, and five 
of the largest mortgage loan servicers: Bank of 
America, JP Morgan Chase, Citigroup, Wells Fargo, 
and Ally Financial.

The mortgage servicers who signed the settlement 
have agreed to review their files for violations of the 
Service members Civil Relief Act (SCRA). They 
will give monetary relief to those families who saw 
their homes taken from them in violation of the 
SCRA, or who did not receive the SCRA interest-
rate reduction to which they were entitled. In one 
way the settlement goes farther than the SCRA: it 
protects from non-judicial foreclosure all military 
homeowners who are deployed to a combat zone, 
even if the mortgage was not obtained before the 
service member entered active duty.

The settlement also has provisions for military 
homeowners who get Permanent Change of Station 
(PCS) orders. The banks will provide short-sale 
agreements and deficiency waivers to those service 
members who were forced to sell their home at a loss 
due to a PCS and were not eligible for the military’s 
Homeowners Assistance Program (HAP). This 
will help service members who were underwater 

on homes they bought between July 1, 2006 and 
December 31, 2008, or who received a PCS after 
October 1, 2010.

The servicers are also going to pay $10 million to the 
Veterans Housing Benefit Program Fund, which is 
used by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to 
guarantee VA loans on favorable terms for eligible 
veterans.

If you feel that your rights were violated by one of 
the mortgage servicers in the settlement you can 
call the Justice Department at 1-800-896-7743. 
But you don’t have to call in order to get the help 
offered by the settlement, and you shouldn’t give 
information or money to anyone who says they will 
help you get in on the settlement! If the banks in 
the settlement owe you money they will try to find 
you; you don’t need to fill out an application or file 
a claim.
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Athletes from several di$erent states descended 
on Saginaw Michigan for the 5th Annual 
"under in "e Valley Games that were held 

at Saginaw Valley State University.  "ere were no 
fewer than 5 past and present Paralympic athletes 
competing as well as 4 participants from the 2011 
World Championships that were held in Christchurch, 
NZ last January.   Events included: swimming, air ri&e, 
table tennis, power li'ing, archery, hand cycling and 
track & #eld.

Saginaw Valley State University once again o$ered a 
reduced rate on dorm rooms to allow athletes to stay right 
on campus.  "e weather was touch-and-go most of the 
weekend but the participants stayed generally dry.  At the 
end of the weekend, awards were handed out to the Most 
Valuable Athletes.  In the Masters Division, Ray Brown 
and Stephanie Timmer took home the honors.  "e Adult 
Division was won by Grant Anderson and Evan Petros, 
and the Junior Most Valuable Athletes were AJ Digby 
and Abigal Gase.  AJ Digby also claimed the “Rising Star 

Award.”  "e team trophies went to Wheelin’ Team 457 
for large team, and AAA Power Team out of Martin, MI 
for the small team.  “Volunteer of the Year Award” went to 
Kayla McQuire.

With more events being added each year, there 
is something for everyone!  Please log onto www.
thunderinthevalleygames.com to check out this year’s 
results and photos and information on next year’s games.

Please see the inside back cover of this issue for photos 
from the event.  Photos are courtesy of Colin Johnson of 
Shot on a Whim Photography.  

Thunder in the Valley Games

Sincere Condolences to the families of:
  

Dale Virrill
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� July 4, 2012 
Independence Day Holiday Observed 
MPVA Chapter Headquarters will be 
closed

� Mark Your Calendar for MPVA’s 
Annual Picnic! 
All MPVA members, associate 
members, and their families are 
welcome for a fun afternoon of 
baseball on a completely accessible ball 
½IPH���&I�WYVI�XS�FVMRK�]SYV�FEWIFEPP�
KPSZI�ERH�ETTIXMXI��&YVKIVW��LSX�HSKW��
ERH�VIJVIWLQIRXW�[MPP�FI�WIVZIH� 
;LIVI��4P]QSYXL�1MVEGPI�0IEKYI�4EVO 
When: Saturday, July 21, 2012 
Time: 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
67:4�&=��.YP]��������� 
'SRXEGX��&VIRHE�;LIEXIV� 
4,������
���������

� 22nd Anniversary of the ADA 
Observed 
.YP]���������

� Membership Meeting 
Thursday, August 23, 2012 
0YRGLISR�FIKMRW�EX�������RSSR��
ERH�XLI�QIIXMRK�FIKMRW�EX������41�
'SYRXMRK�SJ�&EPPSXW�JSV�14:%�&SEVH�
SJ�(MVIGXSVW��%PP�QIIXMRKW�EVI�SR�
8LYVWHE]W�EX�XLI�2SZM�14:%�SJ½GI�
YRPIWW�SXLIV[MWI�RSXM½IH


� 31st Annual POW/MIA  
Recognition Day 
*VMHE]��7ITXIQFIV���������������41� 
.SMR�XLI�14:%�MR�LSRSVMRK�1MGLMKER Ẃ�
4VMWSRIV�SJ�;EV�ERH�1MWWMRK�MR�%GXMSR�
EX�3EOPERH�,MPPW�1IQSVMEP�+EVHIRW�
located at Twelve Mile & Novi Road in 
Novi, MI.

Valuable Dates for 2012:
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By: Michael Harris

pecial port E dition

For most Americans, Memorial Day is celebrated 
on the fourth Monday in May.  But for me, the 
o!cial start of Memorial Day kicks o$ one week 

prior, during the “Tight Lines for Troops” Veterans 
Fishing Tournament.

"e event, now in its third year, was hosted by the 
Brain Injury Association of Michigan (BIAMI) and the 
Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America (MPVA).  

On May 19th, 2012, Manistee County Charter Captains 
join other #shing boat Captains from around Northern 
Michigan to host close to 300 Michigan military service 
personnel and Veterans on 52- four-person “Teams.” 

Lake Michigan Charter Boat Captains gave up a day’s pay 
to honor veterans from World War II to Afghanistan.  
Veterans that had di!culty paying for the trip were given 
#nancial support to help o$set the cost in their travel, 
meals & lodging and the purchase of a #shing license.

"is year’s event featured a “Who’s Who” of American 
military history with representatives from an assortment 
of wars and generations.  "ere were 9 WWII veterans 
#shing side by side with 7 Korean War veterans, 94 
Vietnam veterans, 21 from Desert Shield, 31 from 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and 12 Operation Enduring 
Freedom (Afghanistan).

Five boats carried veterans from the Army, Marines, Air 
Force, Navy and Coast Guard where a friendly rivalry was 
created amongst the branches of the arm forces. "is year 
the Air Force won the Governors Cup.

"e brainchild behind the #shing tournament was Army 
veteran and Manistee County Charter Boat Captain, 
Bob Guenthardt.  His motivation for hosting the event 
was to express his gratitude to disabled veterans for their 
distinguished military service and the sacri#ce they made 
on behalf of our Nation.  

Around dawn on Saturday morning the boats gathered 
on Lake Michigan at the mouth of the Manistee River 
Channel.  With all the boat engines turned o$, the bag-
pipers performed Amazing Grace.  Sitting back listening 
to their rendition with my fellow veterans is something 
I will never forget.  I don’t think there was a dry eye out 
there.

At the conclusion of the tournament boats again gathered 
together in the harbor and were escorted down the River 
Channel by the United States Coast Guard all the way to 
Seng’s Marina on Manistee Lake.  At the entrance to the 
channel on both piers and all along the riverwalk hundreds 
of people gathered, standing shoulder to shoulder 
saluting, cheering and welcoming the veterans back from 
their excursion – with over #ve hundred American Flags, 
provided by Rolling "under Chapter 1 and Patriot 
Guard, blowing in the breeze. It was an incredibly moving 

July August 2012 Tightlines.
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and very emotional moment for many. 

I can assure you that the veterans who participated in the 
event were treated like VIP’s, and journeyed home with 
the greatest of memories of this event.

"e following quote describes the comments we heard 
from so many:  

“This is the Welcome Home I never received.  
%JXIV�EPP�XLIWI�]IEVW��-�GVMIH�FIGEYWI�-�HMHR´X�
realize how much it meant to me.  I was proud 
XS�XEOI�TEVX�²

The event was capped o$ with an awards ceremony along 
with a dinner donated by the Little River Casino Resorts.  

Without the support of many this event would have 
never been possible.  All the heavy li'ing for the event was 
provided by Bob Guenthardt, Rick Briggs and Judy Ball.

I want to personally thank the Boat Captains for donating 
their time and resources.  Saturday is a prime day in the 
charter boat industry.  For them to have given up an 
opportunity for a big payday to honor disabled veterans is 
a statement within itself !

"e collective e$orts of over 200 volunteers including 
representatives of Rolling "under MI Chapter #1, Little 
River Casino Resort, LRBOI Warrior Society,  Seng’s 
Marina,  US Coast Guard,  Manistee National Guard 
Armory, American Legion Men’s Auxiliary who hosted 
the Captains dinner, VFW, American Legion, Local Boy 
Scouts, Manistee Chamber of Commerce, BIAMI and 
MPVA, and countless others worthy of recognition made 
this year’s event the most successful Tight Lines for Troops 
tournament to date.    

Special thanks go out to everyone who sponsored the 
event.  Without their support this day would not have 
been possible.  "eir donation is a tribute to those who 
honorably served, and are serving, our country.  Many 
of these veterans would have been unable to travel to 
Manistee for the event; most would never have been able 
to a$ord a charter #shing trip, a hotel, or even fuel for 
the trip.  Cash donations allowed us to provide #nancial 
assistance to veterans most in need, and also to help o$set 
the expenses of the actual tournament – trophies, t-shirts, 
etc.  

Please visit our website www.tightlinesfortroops.com and 
visit the Tight Lines for Troops Facebook Page to see 
photos, news reels, and comments – all real accounts of 
the experience of May 19, 2012.

Proceeds from the event bene#t "e Manistee County 
Veterans Endowment Fund, "e Brain Injury Association 
of Michigan and the Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of 
America. 

We very much look forward to next year!
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Thunder in the Valley Gam
es

Photos Courtesy of Colin Johnson colinj@gmail.com
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MICHIGAN PARALYZED 
VETERANS O F AMERICA 
A Member Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America 
40 55 0 Grand River Avenue 
Novi, MI 4 8 3 75 

Change Service Requested 
DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE EXPEDITE! 
July/August 2012

 
 
 

ANNUAL MPVA PICNIC 
 

Saturday, July 21, 2012 
11:00am-3:00pm 

Plymouth Miracle League Field 
357 Theodore 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
�

Accessible ball field—bring your baseball 
glove to play!  Burgers, hot dogs, and 

refreshments will be served! 
 

Please R.S.V.P. by July 6, 2012 
Contact: Brenda Wheater at 

 (800) 638-6782 
 

Plymouth Miracle League  
Location:   

For further questions on 
directions, contact the MPVA 

at (800)638-6782 


