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By Kevin G. Elya

President’s Report

VA Volunteer Program

First I would like to congratulate those mem-
bers who participated in the 27th National 
Veterans Wheelchair Games in Milwaukee, 

Keep up the good work. I also would like to con-
gratulate the annual recipients of our merit scholar-
ships.  These outstanding students prove to us all 
that hard work and setting a higher goal in life is on 
the minds of young America.  You can read more 
about them on page 7. 

I wanted to write this article about something 
close to my heart.  I am talking about the V.A. Vol-
unteer program.  I have been honored to be chosen 
as one to take part in the program.  This is designed 
to allow people to volunteer in various areas of the 
hospital.  This not only benefits the hospital but 
me as well.  I am so lucky to meet such wonderful 
people with the MPVA; I feel this is just another 
extension of that.  I am so pleased the opportunity 
to help others.  

I wanted take the time to tell you about a speak-
er at an upcoming meeting.  I am talking about a 
wonderful woman named Stacy Lundgren. She is 
with a group called “Bucket Fillers”.  

The founder of the company is Stacy’s father 
Merrill Lundgren also known as the Bucket Man.  
About 40+ years ago he came up with the concept 
that we are all born with a bucket at our side.  The 

goal of the theory is to remind us that we are not 
to wait for others to fill our bucket but to do good 
things for others to fill our bucket.  Although this 
seems so simple I have found even in my own life I 
tend to forget that by helping others I am helping 
myself.  If you want to learn more visit their web 
site at Bucketfillers.com.  

The motivational speakers now have a children’s 
book out with this concept but will be giving the 
adult workshop to our group on August 23. I am 
so proud that Stacy is going to speak with us and I 
would love for it to be a big turnout.  We do need 
a head count so let the office know if you will be 
there.  

I know in past columns I have asked, well 
begged, for attendance to be higher at our 
meetings.  This time I am really asking you to 
attend.  I want us all to enjoy Stacy and show 
her how we all feel we can better ourselves and 
give to others.  

I am blessed to know so many of you who 
are like this and would love to meet more at 
this meeting.  Please support me on this and 
attend.  As I have often said, at the start of the 
meeting you will be new but the end you will 
just be like an old friend.  Come join the fun. 

Special Workshop 
August 23
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By Mike Harris

Executive Director’s Report

Dan G. Dirks, a good friend of the Michigan 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, announced 
that he will retire from Suburban Mobility 

Authority for Regional Transportation (SMART) ef-
fective June 30, 2007, after 30 years working his up 
the ranks from student intern to the longest serving 
General Manager in the history of the agency.

Each political movement has its heroes.  They 
are bigger then life.  They are members of the com-
munity they serve.  They inspire just by their pres-
ence.  The disability rights movement is unique in 
that we have many leaders.  However, if you were to 
ask whether one person in Southeastern Michigan 
had an overwhelmingly positive impact on the qual-
ity of transportation for the disability community, 
the name you’d hear site most often would be “Dan 
Dirks.”

As SMART’s longest-tenured General Manager 
(nearly 10 years at the top) Dan’s accomplishments 
were far-ranging.  He guided SMART through three 
successful mileage elections, bolstered ridership, 
created a community partnership program that has 
become a national model, replaced the fixed route 
fleet with ramp equipped buses and has elevated the 
awareness of SMART’s role in public transit.  He 
advocated at the local and state level for enhance-

ment of public transit for senior citizens and people 
with disabilities.  

Dan’s management philosophy is  similar to that 
of  any successful business: Listen to your custom-
ers, drivers, businesses and local elected officials in 
determining the appropriate service levels and routes 
while staying on budget.  Ridership at SMART 
has flourished under Dirks guidance.  Today, over 
40,000 rides a day are provided by SMART.  

Dan’s numerous advocacy efforts over the years 
have supported the rights and needs of the disabled.  
He testified before Congress in the late 1980s in sup-
port of the Americans with Disabilities Act. During 
the 70’s, Dirks was an advocate for senior citizens 
and people with disabilities.  Dan commitment was 
significant in making SEMTA (Southeast Michigan 
Transportation Authority, SMART’s predecessor) 
the first transit agency in the country to be 100% 
wheelchair accessible.  

Early in his career Dirks was the liaison between 
SMART and the disabled and senior citizen commu-
nities.  These groups are great partners of SMART’s 
offering input in service design, vehicle purchase 
and marketing of services.  Dirks was involved in the 
development of the first SMART advisory commit-
tee.  Started in 1976, the SMART Advisory Council 
(formerly the Elderly and Handicap Committee) 
was one of the first in the country.

In 1989, MPVA honored Dan Dirks by pre-
senting him with our highest honor, the Brooks/
Royal Award.  Named after the original founders of 
MPVA, the award is given to an individual whose 
contributions have furthered MPVA’s goals while 
making extraordinary contributions to the quality 
of life for people with disabilities.Dan leaves a lega-
cy of accomplishment and continuous improvement 
at SMART. His pride in the SMART team and his 
commitment to SMART’s mission is reflected in the 
enthusiasm he brought to work each day.   He has 
accomplished what every leader wants; he is leaving 
an organization that is better today than it was be-
fore his tenure.  For that we thank you!

Dan Dirks Announces Retirement
from SMART after 30 Years

Dan Dirks
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In this column I would like to give you a little ser-
vice officer 101 course, relative to dependents.

I want to explain who the Department of 
Veterans Affairs considers a legal dependent of a vet-
eran.  Any change in your dependent status should 
be reported to your PVA Service Office as soon as 
possible.

Spouse= means a person of the opposite sex who 
is legally married to a veteran.

Surviving Spouse= means a person of the op-
posite sex who is legally married to the veteran and 
who was the spouse of the veteran at the time of the 
veteran’s death.  This person must have lived with 
the veteran continuously from the date of marriage 
to the date of the veteran’s death except where there 
was a separation which was due to the misconduct 
of, or procured by, the veteran without the fault of 
the spouse; and has not remarried or has not since 
the death of the veteran and after September 19, 
1962, lived with another person of the opposite sex 
and held himself or herself out openly to the public 
to be the spouse of such other person.  Remarriage 
of a surviving spouse terminated by death, divorce, 
or annulment, will not bar the furnishing of benefits 
relating to the survivors and dependents.

Child= means an unmarried person who is a le-
gitimate child, a child legally adopted before the age 
of 18 years, a stepchild who acquired that status be-
fore the age of 18 years and who is a member of the 
veteran’s household or was a member of the veteran’s 
household at the time of the veteran’s death.  An ille-
gitimate child; and who is under the age of 18 years 
is a legal child.  One who became permanently in-
capable of self-support before reaching the age of 18 
years is also considered a legal child of the veteran. 

A child that after reaching the age of 18 years and 
until completion of education or training (but not 
after reaching the age of 23 years) is pursing a course 
of instruction at an educational institution approved 
by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Parent= means a natural mother or father (includ-
ing the mother of an illegitimate child of the father 
of an illegitimate child of the usual family relation-
ship existed), mother or father through adoption, or 

a person who for a period of not less than 1 year 
stood in the relationship of a parent to a veteran at 
any time before his or her entry into active service.

Foster relationship must have begun prior to the 
veteran’s 21st birthday.  Not more than one father 
and one mother, as will be recognized.  If two per-
sons stood in the relationship of father or mother for 
1 year or more, the person who last stood in such 
relationship before the veteran’s last entry into active 
service will be recognized as the parent.

If you have any questions on dependents or other 
issues, do not hesitate to contact your PVA office at 
(313) 471-3996.

By Chuck Henning Staff Supervisor, MPVA Service Office

Veterans' News

WHO IS A DEPENDENT?
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By Scot Severn

Sports & Recreation

Michigan’s Adaptive Sports and Recreation Coalition brings together more than two dozen organiza-
tions offering events and programs for people with disabilities.  This quick directory lets you get 
in touch with and learn about their exciting summer offerings.  Most programs have a low cost if 

any, and can provide equipment for new participants to “test” as you explore your interests.    The complete 
Summer Resource Guide is available from the Athletes with Disabilities Hall of Fame, (248) 841-6566.

ANN ARBOR CIL	 (734) 971-0277      
ATHLETES  UNLIMITED	 (248) 827-3388
CROSSTRAINERS FITNESS	 (586) 263-6600
DOWNRIVER PANTHERS	 (734) 671-5682
THE FOWLER CENTER	 (989) 673-2050
GRAND RAPIDS HOCKEY	 (616) 242-0352
MICH. ADAPTIVE GOLF	 (810) 342-4182
MICH. ADAPTIVE SPORTS	 (248)  988-0156
MICH. MIRACLE LEAGUE	 (248) 506-4604
MICH. PARALYZED VETERANS	 (989) 225-7053   (Scot Severn cell)
MICH. SPORTS UNLIMITED	 (989) 771-5530
MICH. STATE UNIV. SPORTS	 (517) 355-4744
NORTHERN MICH. ADAPTIVE  SPORTS	 (231) 935-7331
OAKLAND  COUNTY  PARKS	 (248)  858-7596   
RIM SPORTSABILITY	 (313) 748-3548  OR (248) 305-7386  
STRIVE, INC.	  (248) 922-1236 
WHEELCHAIR HOCKEY ASSN.	 (586)  754-2170 
WHEELIN’ TEAM 457	 (989)   225-9259     

Contacts for Summer 2007 
Sports and Recreation Opportunities
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By Annie Elya

Caregiver's Corner

My name is Annie; I am the wife of Kevin 
Elya .  I am not only a wife but also Kev-
in’s full-time caregiver and own a private 

duty nursing service as well.  
I have wanted to start a support group within the 

MPVA for sometime and am so pleased the Board 
agreed we have a need for such a project.  This group 
is open to ANY caregiver whether involved with the 
MPVA or not.  I am hoping to open awareness in the 
community of the stresses caregivers face on a daily 
basis.  I want this group to be a fun, and supportive 
outlet for everyone who joins.  We will be offering 
the meetings at the same time as the membership 
meetings, thus I also hope to welcome more associate 
members as their caregivers will be at our meetings.  
We will also have special meetings to offer fun events 
to relieve stress and just get to know each other.

Our first meeting be on Aug. 23rd, during the 
regular membership meeting.  We will be meeting at 
the MPVA office in the backroom.  This first meet-
ing will be just a fun session to get to know each 
other and gain new friendships.  I want to encourage 
everyone to tell any caregivers about this group.  I 
feel being a caregiver and nurse for so long I have 
truly benefited often from being able to talk to other 
caregivers.  Often family and friends who have never 
cared for someone do not truly understand what our 
life entails.  

Join us August 23rd, 
during the regular meeting.  

I am also pleased to announce we are starting a 
fun group for the children 5-17 years of age who 
have a family member with the MPVA The group is 
called The MPVA Young Friends Club.  It will run at 
the same time as our Care Givers Corner.  This again 
will just be a fun time for kids to share with other 
kids who have similar things going on in their lives.  
We will also have events outside of the meetings for 
the kids such as a fall festival in October.  

I have to share with you how excited I am with 
these two ventures.  I have met so many of you al-

ready and cannot wait to meet even more friends.  I 
hope we have a large response to both groups and 
hope you will look forward to this column in Roll-
ing Times, as we plan to have topics that caregivers 
can relate to.  At the end of the column we will have 
something for the kids and give an idea of an acces-
sible event a parent or someone in a chair can do with 
a child.  

MPVA Young Friends Club 
First Activity,
Putt Putt Golf

in Hell

As the first idea in the column I am pleased to 
announce the opening of a Putt Putt golf place in 
Hell, Michigan.  Mr. John Colone is the owner and 
you cannot find a nicer guy.  Being a veteran himself 
he wanted to make sure that the course as well as his 
ice cream shop called Screams was accessible to ev-
eryone.  This is a fun town, where Halloween seems 
to live all year long.  The store and grounds are family 
friendly offering even canoeing and kayaking for the 
able bodied, and many fun events such as a hearse

Festival in the fall.  Only in the town of Hell could 
you find such fun.  Like Mr.  Colone has said him-
self,” Come to Hell for a Hell of a good time”.  Thank 
you to Mr.  Colone for thinking of those who live life 
from a chair, we commend you.  Visit the Hell2U.
com website to see other fun events in this little town 
of Hell that is on the way up in the world.

I hope to see many new faces at the first meet-
ing.  Please call the office and RSVP as we are having 
some goodies for everyone including the kids.  We 
will start as strangers and end as friends.  God bless 
and cannot wait to meet you.

XOXO
Annie

New Adventures, New Friends and Faces
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Two students planning on futures in health care are the 
recipients of the fiscal year 2007 college scholarships 
awarded by Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America.

Rodney Suttles II earned a second year of support from 
MPVA following his successful freshman year at Tennessee State 
University.  Rodney plans to become a dentist.  “Completing 
my freshman year has shown me that I must continue to be 
dedicated, focused, and prepared for life’s many challenges,” he 
wrote in his scholarship application essay.  “I believe that these 
are the main ingredients to educational success.  I understand 
that without a college education, accomplishing my desired 
goals and making my mark in the world will be very difficult.”   
We congratulate Rodney Suttles II as he strives to “make his 
mark in the world” with the support of an MPVA scholarship.  
Rodney’s parents are Mr. and Mrs. Henry Verner.

Former MPVA Board member Randy Miller encouraged 
Amy Susterka to compete for an MPVA scholarship based on 
her plans to become a registered nurse.  Amy is a part-time stu-

dent at Washtenaw Community College (WCC) who works 
full time to support herself and pay for school.  “I’m taking 
prerequisite classes to prepare for application 
to the two-year Registered Nursing Program 
at WCC,” Amy wrote.  “I plan to attend 
classes each semester and successfully main-
tain an above average grade point while sus-
taining my full-time job in order to fulfill 
my childhood dream of one day becoming 
a nurse.”  Amy is well-qualified for her cur-
rent career as a nanny: she was a lifeguard 
for seven years with American Red Cross 
CPR and First Aid Certification.  She has 
also volunteered her time as a Softball Coach and Swim Team 
Coach, while offering swimming lessons.

We congratulate Amy on this important step toward her 
goal and look forward to her accomplishments as a future reg-
istered nurse. 

WASHINGTON (June 12, 2007) - Continuing a 
long-standing campaign to identify and prosecute 
those who defraud veterans of their rightful ben-

efits, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) recently high-
lighted several successes by its Inspector General in investigat-
ing people who mishandle the finances of veterans and family 
members unable to manage their own affairs.

“VA is committed to protecting our veterans, especially our 
most vulnerable veterans.  We will investigate and help bring 
charges against anyone suspected of defrauding veterans of 
the disability compensation or any other assistance they have 
earned,” said Secretary of Veterans

Affairs Jim Nicholson. “Fiduciary fraud is a heinous crime.  
We will bring the full force of law against offenders.”

From January 2005 through April 5 this year, VA’s Office 
of Inspector General investigated 61 cases of alleged fiduciary 
fraud.  Twenty-seven people were indicted on related charges, 
of whom 19 have been convicted so far.  Resulting penalties 
have included $1.9 million in court-ordered restitution for 
veterans or their estates, 191 months’ imprisonment and 838 
months of probation.

To report suspected fraud involving veterans benefits, oth-
er crimes, fraud, waste or mismanagement in the VA, please 
contact the Office of Inspector General Hotline at 1-800-488-
8244 or e-mail at vaoig.hotline@forum.va.gov.  

Among recent cases successfully prosecuted as a re-
sult of investigations by VA’s Office of the Inspector 
General:

*  Los Angeles resident Anne Chavis pleaded guilty 
to perjury and forgery in embezzling $1 million from 
veterans who were too disabled to handle their own 
financial matters.  She is awaiting sentencing.

*  The daughter and son-in-law of an elderly Alas-
kan veteran with Alzheimer’s disease diverted about 
$500,000 from the veteran to make personal purchases 
while failing to pay the veteran’s bills.  Phyllis Talas was 
sentenced to 60 months’ probation, and Frank Talas to 
six months’ incarceration and 36 months’ probation.

*  A Washington state woman overseeing her niece’s 
VA benefits pleaded guilty to misappropriating funds 
and was sentenced to 36 months of probation.  Chris-
tina May diverted to her personal use funds from VA’s 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation awarded 
to her under-age niece.  

Office of Inspector General Hotline 
1-800-488-8244

MPVA Awards Two $500 College Scholarships

VA Prosecutes Defrauders of Veterans 
Nicholson: “Full Force of Law” to Protect Earned Benefits
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A federal judge may eventually decide if the University 
of Michigan complies with federal accessibility guide-
lines as it proceeds with the renovation and expansion 

of Michigan Stadium
On behalf of the Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America 

(MPVA), attorney Richard Bernstein filed a federal lawsuit ask-
ing that the judge halt the ongoing upgrades and plans for the 
renovation of Michigan Stadium because we believe that the 
plans violate the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

As of now, the University hasn’t changed its position on 
the plan to locate wheelchair seating 
on the west concourse directly behind 
the upper bowl despite MPVA’s con-
tinuing efforts to educate the Univer-
sity on ADA and why the plan is in 
violation of federal standards. 

The ADA states that “Seats for 
people using wheelchairs need to be 
“an integral part of the seating plan.”  
Facilities with more than 300 seats, 
such as Michigan Stadium, are re-
quired to provide wheelchair-accessi-
ble seating intermingled among other 
seats throughout the stadium.

We see several problems with the approved design.  For one, 
the plan doesn’t offer a range of admission prices and seating 
for wheelchair users.  Fans in wheelchairs won’t have the same 
choices as the general public and that’s a significant ADA viola-
tion.

It was our hope that the University would seek a plan that 
improves choices for wheelchair users.   As it is now, wheelchair 
users are excluded from the most sections in Michigan Stadium 
with available seating behind each end zone in unpopular loca-
tions with poor views.  We’re already isolated from the other 
spectators and from the full football experience.

An on-going project at the Stadium since 2004 has been 
the removal and replacement of concrete surfaces and the re-
placement of benches throughout the seating bowl.  It’s our 
understanding that the project will soon be completed.   The 
University position has been, and continues to be, that this 
work is nothing more than repairs, therefore excluding them 
from meeting the higher accessibility requirements.  MPVA 
disagrees.  We consider their project an alteration as defined by 
ADA, not a mere repair. 

At no time has the University offered any support for their 
position.  We have asked them repeatedly to provide any infor-
mation, factual or legal, that demonstrates or supports the  as-
sertion that the concrete project does not constitute an altera-
tion that triggers additional legal obligations on the part of the 
University.  To this date, they haven’t produced anything!

Conclusion:
MPVA believes that the lawsuit is more far-reaching then 

simply providing wheelchair access during football games.  A 
federal court ruling in favor of the University could have a dev-
astating impact on the ADA because it would open the door 
for other developers looking to sidestep ADA provisions.

The court must draw a distinction between “repair” and 
“alteration” projects, since the latter compels developers and 
property owners to comply with the ADA accessibility guide-
lines.  As long as those terms are left undefined, disabled indi-

viduals will find it more difficult to use 
public venues, such as movie theaters, 
shopping malls; etc.

We believe that the on-going sta-
dium renovation and construction 
trigger higher compliance and that 
the University of Michigan has a legal 
obligation to ensure that wheelchair 
seating is dispersed throughout the 
stadium in all price ranges with multi-
ple choices of viewing areas. The plan 
approved by the Board of Regents in 
November of 2006 does not meet this 

legal standard.
We know that the University could choose a better plan.  In 

fact, the University of Notre Dame football stadium is modeled 
(on a smaller scale) after the University of Michigan’s mam-
moth stadium.   When Notre Dame Stadium was renovated 
and expanded in 1997, they made certain that wheelchair us-
ers were given a range of admission prices and views to choose 
from.  Given that these stadiums are architectural carbon cop-
ies there is no plausible reason why the University of Michi-
gan can’t duplicate what Notre Dame accomplished.  It can be 
done, and it has been done.  

The University, in their efforts to gather public support for 
the project has gone on record indicating “it’s important that 
we get it right because this project has to carry the University 
forward for the next 75 years.”  We agree.  It’s for that reason 
that they have both a legal and a moral obligation to get it 
right.  Not to do so would be contrary to the principles of jus-
tice and inclusion that the University has always held close. 

The University of Michigan now has an opportunity to un-
derstand, embrace, and follow laws that give specific direction 
regarding accessibility at Michigan Stadium.

The University and its contractors would be well advised 
to review the ADA standards and note the many ways that the 
current Stadium plans fail to meet those standards. 

The ADA is not a suggestion; it is a set of federal guidelines 
that assist in the development of a truly diverse and culturally-
rich university experience. 

Michigan Stadium Up-date
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Gary L. Bennett 	 July 02 
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Jerry S. Adams 	 July 08 
Gerald A. Baier 	 July 09 
John R. Jacques 	 July 10 
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Patrick M. Adams 	 July 12 
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James D. Hoosier 	 July 12 
Leon D. Renshaw 	 July 12  
Ronald C. Richardson 	 July 12  
John Dusa 	 July 13  
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Elizabeth M. Barrentine 	 July 17  
Thomas E. Hughel 	 July 18  
Eugene E. Lindsey 	 July 19  
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Scot E. Severn 	 July 20  
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Tim E. Leisner 	 July 23  
Kenneth J. Vajcner 	 July 23  
John W. Dowdle 	 July 25  
Richard P. Van Eenenaam 	 July 25  
Kirk J. Dowding 	 July 26  
Kelly F. Whalen 	 July 26  
Steven B. Wilson 	 July 26  
Elizabeth A. Greenwood 	 July 27
Teresa Kamphorst 	 July 28  
James E. Rutherford 	 July 29  
Carl E. Heath 	 July 30  
James T. Jensen 	 July 30  
Samuel L. Harding 	 July 31  
Michelle L. Marsh 	 July 05
 Joseph M. Salvia 	 July 06 

Archie A. MacIntyre 	 July 07 
Harry  Gregorian 	 July 08 
Bruce P. Chargo 	 July 11 
George Y. Duffy 	 July 20 
Christopher  A. Durant 	 July 22 
Brent W. Christensen 	 July 25 
Robert Robleski 	 July 26 
James M. Cisco 	 July 28 
Diego E. Marrero 	 August 01 	
Gerald W. O’Chel 	 August 03 	
Richard Mitchell 	 August 04 	
Richard C. Shellenberger 	 August 04 	
Calvin C. Schaub 	 August 05 	

Michael L. Schuman 	 August 05 	
Daniel Morgan 	 August 06 	
Jay R. Dodge 	 August 07 	
Brian E. Ellicott 	 August 07 	
Raymond J. Ballog 	 August 08 	
Jeffery S. Dawson 	 August 08 	
Douglas A. Freiburger 	 August 08 	
Clarence Hill 	 August 08 	
John N. Martel 	 August 08 
Michael T. Monaghan 	 August 08 	
Ronald K. Derhammer 	 August 09 	
Fredrick George 	 August 09 	
Brian P. Kaule 	 August 10 	
Roy S. Collins 	 August 11 	
Robert E. Colthorp 	 August 11 	
Michael J. Cortright 	 August 11 	
Daniel R. Keefer 	 August 11 	
Jose L. Garcia 	 August 13 	
Robert J. Kaminski 	 August 13 	
Ruben L. Porter 	 August 13 	
Edward V. Lowery 	 August 14 	
Brian D. Randolph 	 August 14 	
Douglas W. Stone 	 August 14 	
Edward J. Rumsey 	 August 15 	
Donald F. Wilkinson 	 August 15 	

Terence L. Austin 	 August 16 	
Charlene Baker-Rutland 	 August 18 	
James D. Paschal 	 August 18 	
John E. Mayer 	 August 21 	
Darren P. Seward 	 August 21 	
Raymond R. Bruce 	 August 22 	
Gilbert D. Wantland 	 August 22 	
Florine L. White 	 August 22 	
John O. King 	 August 23 	
Michael J. Jones 	 August 25 	
Irvin C. McCrimmon 	 August 25 	
Rex A. Roe 	 August 25 	
Michael J. Gambotto 	 August 26 	

Timothy G. Grove 	 August 29 	
Robert H. Moore 	 August 29 	
Daniel L. Risch 	 August 29 	
Steven  H. Geark 	 August 30 	
Michael Johnson 	 August 30 	
Wilbert D. Peal 	 August 30 	
Thomas E. Schlenkert 	 August 30 	
John Swierczynski 	 August 30 	
Cheryl L. Angelelli 	 August 01 
Heidi M. Plante 	 August 01 
Buff Whelan 	 August 01 
James A. Przybylo 	 August 02 
Verlyn T. Kveen 	 August 04 
Richard S. McKee 	 August 11 
Don W. Downey 	 August 12 
Dwayne Pingston 	 August 17 
John A. Brezzell 	 August 18 
George E. Dolan 	 August 20 
Patricia N. Harris 	 August 25 
Rodney A. King 	 August 25 
Eugene J. Kovacs 	 August 27 
Kay Sousa 	 August 27 
Kim L. Huber 	 August 28 
Gerald D. Wolffe 	 August 28 
Chester V. Zack 	 August 31 
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 Michigan team that 
won at the Ohio state 
wheelchair games.

Wheelchair Games
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Michigan athletes struck gold in Milwaukee during the 
27th annual National Veterans Wheelchair Games 
held June 19-23.  Training starts now for the 28th 

annual games to be held in Omaha, Nebraska, in July, 2008.  

Carl Larkins, Ann Arbor
Gold      Bowling – Ramp (Hand Controls)
Bronze        Power Chair Relay  (Hand Controls)

Ted Nardin, Battle Creek   
Silver    Weightlifting by Bodyweight
Bronze    Power Chair 200 (Hand Controls)

Scot Severn, Caro
Gold      Air Guns  Para-with Assistance
Gold       Quad Rugby
Gold        Swimming   Freestyle 50 yds.
Silver      Bowling – Manual

Rory Piecuch, Clarkston
Gold    Power Chair Relay (Hand Controls)
Gold   Power Chair 200  (Hand Controls)
Silver Motorized Slalom  (Hand Controls)
Silver   Power Soccer  (Hand)

Gary Grubbe, Marlette
Gold  Motorized Slalom  (Hand Controls)
Gold   Power Chair 200  (Hand Controls)
Silver    Air-Guns Para – with Assistance 

Ken Huber, Milan
Silver   Power Soccer  (Hand)               
Bronze   Power Chair Relay  (Hand Controls)

Ray Brown, North Branch
Gold           Air-Guns Para – No Assistance
Gold            Field  - Discus
Gold            Field - Javelin

Daniel Schoene, St. Joe
Gold     Archery with Recurve Bow

Matt Nedela, Tipton
Gold      Air-Guns Para-No Assistance
Gold       Softball
Gold       Archery withj Compound Bow

Robert Williams, Ypsilanti    
Silver       Bowling – Manual
Silver       Motorized Slalom (Hand Controls)
Gold          Nine Ball
Bronze       Power Chair 200 (Hand Controls)

Michigan Athletes Strike Gold in Milwaukee 


